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About CIHEAM 
 
Founded in 1962, the International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic 
Studies (CIHEAM) is an intergovernmental organisation composed of thirteen member 
states (Albania, Algeria, Egypt, France, Greece, Italy, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco, 
Portugal, Spain, Tunisia and Turkey). 
 
The CIHEAM is at the service of its member states to promote multilateral cooperation 
in the Mediterranean in the fields of agriculture, food, fishery, and rural territories, 
aiming to respond to the needs of the States. The CIHEAM works for the Mediterranean 
and therefore with Mediterranean populations. Providing concrete solutions, sharing 
experiences and avoiding the waste of knowledge are among the main objectives of 
each one of its actions. The CIHEAM pursues this cooperation mission through 
specialised training, networked research, scientific diplomacy and political partnership. 
Thanks to its activities, the CIHEAM therefore contributes to the elaboration of a global, 
structural and engaging vision for development in the Mediterranean. 
 
170 permanent agents and hundreds of consultants regularly work within the 5 
headquarters of the Organisation: the 4 Mediterranean agronomic institutes (MAI) 
based in Bari (Italy), Chania (Greece), Montpellier (France), and Zaragoza (Spain); the 
General Secretariat is located in Paris (France).  
 
The Watch Letter 
 
This Quarterly Letter has been published since 2007 and is devoted to major topics in 
Mediterranean Agriculture, Food and Environment. While enabling the CIHEAM to gain 
a widespread recognition, it circulates analyses aimed at a heterogeneous public 
(policymakers, researchers, journalists, etc.) on emerging agricultural and food issues. 
The objective of the Watch Letter is to provide brief analyses which will fuel both the 
discussion on the Mediterranean and the broader global debate on food and agriculture. 
 
The General Secretariat of Paris is responsible for the direction and the management of 
this bilingual publication (English and French), also available in Arabic. Constant efforts 
are made to ensure a wide variety of contributor profiles in both geographic and 
professional terms. In the 32 issues published so far, we have published 236 articles 
involving 399 authors. 
 

To subscribe to the Watch Letter  
register on ciheam.org 
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Watch Letter 34   -   Background  
 
2015 is an important year both at international and at Mediterranean levels. 
 
Several major strategic events allowing to position issues related to agriculture, 
food and rural affairs at the heart of the development agenda will be held. These 
events particularly include the Milan Expo entitled “Feeding the Planet. Energy 
for Life” that will take place from May to October, the definition of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the framework of the new global Post-
2015 Development Agenda that will be adopted in September at the Annual 
General Assembly of the United Nations, and the 21st Conference of Parties on 
Climate Change (COP21) that will be held on Paris in December. Moreover, 2015 
is the International Year of Soils but also a year when the 7th World Water Forum 
will be organised in South Korea. The issues related to natural resources, climate 
changes, agricultural production, inclusive growth (social and territorial) and food 
security as the basis for human security will therefore be at the heart of an 
eventful year 2015 also intended at finding solutions for a more sustainable 
development. In this view, it is important to mention the current review process 
of the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD), coordinated 
by the UNEP/MAP. The MSSD 2.0 will be presented at the end of 2015.   
 
The debate on the future of Euro-Mediterranean regional cooperation is also the 
major theme of this year 2015 that marks the twentieth anniversary of the 
Barcelona Declaration. The European Neighbourhood Policy seeks to better 
prioritise its sectoral commitments in the Mediterranean region. Issues related to 
employment, youth and territorial cohesion remain crucial and related to 
agricultural and rural development in the countries of the region. The same can 
be said for trade negotiations, strategies in favour of gender equality and 
initiatives for geopolitical stability in the Mediterranean basin. Food, water, land 
and climate insecurity are closely linked to economic, migration and 
environmental issues. Increased cooperation in the field of agriculture both in 
terms of research or development in rural areas is necessary for the future of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. However, other challenges await the 
Mediterranean and the 20th anniversary of the Barcelona Declaration invites us to 
formulate new proposals. A greater synergy between entities operating in favour 
of Mediterranean development is thus a path to explore, as it is encouraging by 
the Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM). 
 
In this perspective, the CIHEAM has decided to devote issue number 34 of its 
Watch Letter to two complementary issues: Mediterranean issues in the post 
2015 development agenda and actions in favour of increased Mediterranean 
regional cooperation. The Watch Letter n°34 will give voice to political, economic 
and social actors of the Mediterranean but also to heads of international and 
regional organisations engaged in the region in the fields of development, 
cooperation and sharing  of strategies. The CIHEAM’s paper intends to provide 
useful multi-sectoral and prospective insights to better comprehend the possible 
future of the Post-2015 Development Agenda among Mediterranean societies. 
This publication aims at bringing skills, knowledge and commitments together. 
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Watch Letter 34   -   Problématique générale  
 
2015 est une année importante à l’échelle internationale mais également au 
niveau méditerranéen. Plusieurs grands rendez-vous stratégiques permettent de 
positionner les enjeux agricoles, alimentaires et ruraux au centre de l’agenda du 
développement. Il s’agit notamment de l’Exposition universelle de Milan intitulée 
« Nourrir la planète. Une énergie pour la vie » qui aura lieu de mai à octobre, de 
la définition des Objectifs de développement durable (ODD) dans le cadre du 
nouvel agenda global du développement post-2015 qui sera adopté en 
septembre lors de l’Assemblée générale annuelle des Nations-Unies, et de la 
21ème conférence des parties sur le changement climatique (COP21) qui se 
tiendra à Paris en décembre. 2015 est par ailleurs l’année internationale des sols, 
mais aussi celle où aura lieu le 7ème forum mondial de l’eau en Corée du Sud. Les 
questions liées aux ressources naturelles, aux dérèglements climatiques, à la 
production agricole, à la croissance inclusive (sociale et territoriale) et à la 
sécurité alimentaire, socle de la sécurité humaine seront donc au cœur d’une 
année 2015 riche en événements et qui se veut donc celle des solutions pour un 
développement plus durable. A ce titre, il faut aussi mentionner la révision en 
cours, sous la coordination du PNUE/PAM, de la Stratégie méditerranéenne de 
développement durable (SMDD), dont la version 2.0 sera adoptée fin 2015.  
 
Le débat sur le futur de la coopération régionale euro-méditerranéenne constitue 
également un fil conducteur de cette année 2015 qui marque le vingtième 
anniversaire de la déclaration de Barcelone. La politique européenne de voisinage 
cherche à mieux prioriser ses engagements sectoriels dans la région 
méditerranéenne. Les enjeux liés à l’emploi, à la jeunesse et à la cohésion 
territoriale restent déterminants et liés au développement agricole et rural dans 
les pays de la région. Il en est de même des négociations commerciales, des 
stratégies en faveur de l’égalité entre hommes et femmes et des initiatives 
menées pour la stabilité géopolitique du bassin méditerranéen. Les insécurités 
alimentaire, hydrique, foncière et climatique sont indissociables des 
problématiques économiques, migratoires et environnementales. Pour le futur du 
Partenariat euro-méditerranéen, plus de coopération en agriculture, que ce soit 
dans la recherche ou dans le développement des zones rurales s’avère sans 
aucun doute nécessaire. Mais d’autres défis attendent la Méditerranée et les 20 
ans de la déclaration de Barcelone invitent à faire de nouvelles propositions. Une 
plus grande synergie entre les acteurs opérant en faveur du développement 
méditerranéen constitue à ce titre une voie à explorer, comme cela est 
encouragé par le Secrétariat de l’Union pour la Méditerranée (UpM). 
 
Dans cette perspective, le CIHEAM a décidé de consacrer le numéro 34 de sa 
Watch Letter à deux problématiques complémentaires : les enjeux 
méditerranéens au sein de l’agenda du développement post-2015 et les 
invitations à l’action en faveur d’une coopération régionale méditerranéenne 
renforcée. Cette Watch Letter donnera la parole aux acteurs politiques, 
économiques et sociaux de la Méditerranée, mais également aux responsables 
des organisations internationales et régionales engagés dans la région autour des 
stratégies de développement, de coopération et de partage. Le document du 
CIHEAM entend proposer des clefs de lecture multisectorielles et prospectives 
pour mieux comprendre les futurs possibles de l’agenda du développement post-
2015 au sein des sociétés méditerranéennes. Rassembler des compétences, des 
connaissances et des engagements sera donc l’objectif de cette publication. 
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Contact & Information 
 
CIHEAM, General Secretariat 
11 rue Newton, 75116 Paris, France 
+33 (0)1 53 23 91 00 
 
Sébastien Abis 
Administrator, CIHEAM -   Editor in Chief of the Watch Letter 
abis@ciheam.org 
 
 
Timetable 

 
April 2015 
Announcement and call for proposals 
 
By the end of June 2015 
Deadline for the submission of a contribution and setting of the summary 
 
July - August 2015 
Reception of the articles and edition 

 
End of September 2015 
Publication of the Watch Letter 34 
 
 
Technical Details for the articles 
 
Languages 
English or French 
 
Length 
2000-2500 Words (or 12,500 - 15,000 Characters) 

 
Signature 
Indicate your position-title and/or the institution you want to appear in the article 
 
Title and Bibliography 
Each article should have a clear title and a brief bibliography/webography (not more than 
4-5 references) 

 
Delivery 
The paper must be sent via electronic mail at abis@ciheam.org.  
A recent and good picture of the author(s) must be send (PNG or JPEG format) 
 
 
 
 
 
Watch Letter’s Organization Chart 
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Editorial Director 
Cosimo Lacirignola (CIHEAM Secretary General) 
 
Editor in Chief 
Sébastien Abis (CIHEAM, Administrator) 
 
Scientific Committee 
Felice Adinolfi (Italy) 
Louis F. Cassar (Malta) 
Tatajna Dishnica (Albania) 
Bernard Pecqueur (France) 
Nahla Hwalla (Lebanon) 
Malika Fadila Hamana Korichi (Algeria) 
Mongi Sghaier (Tunisia) 
 
Correspondents in the CIHEAM-MAIs 
Maroun El Moujabber (MAI Bari) 
Zacharenia Rikounaki (MAI Chania) 
François Lerin (MAI Montpellier) 
Antonio Lopez-Francos (MAI Zaragoza) 
 
Managing Editor for the Arabic Version 
Hassan Tlili (Journalist) 
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All the Watch Letters published 
 
 
2007 
 
1. Water Resources and Agriculture  
2. Identity and Quality of Mediterranean Products 
3. Zoonoses and Emerging Diseases 
 
 
2008 
 
4. Aquaculture Sector 
5. Sociopolitical Impacts of the Rising Food Prices 
6. Forest Fires 
7. Organic Farming 
 
2009 
 
8. Agro-Business 
9. Drought Management and Desertification 
10. Agricultural Policies Outlook 
11. Agriculture and Fisheries in the Islands 
 
2010 
 
12. Climate Change and Agriculture 
13. Food, Nutrition and Health 
14. Women in Agriculture 
15. Agricultural Trade and Liberalization 
 
2011 
 
16. Olive Growing 
17. Financing Agricultural and Rural Development 
18. Urban Agriculture 
19. Labelling Mediterranean Products 

 
 
2012 
 
20. Agri-Food Chain and Logistics 
21. Enhancing Research 
22. Education and Training 
23. Cereals Trade and Markets 
 
2013 
 
24. Rural Development 
25. Mediterranean Forests 
26. Farmer’s Trade Union  
27. EU CAP Reform and the Mediterranean 
 
2014  
 
28. Land Issues  
29. Corporate Social Responsibility 
30. Food Waste and losses 
31. The Mediterranean Sea: Fisheries and beyond 

 
 
2015  
 
32. Feeding Expo Milano with Mediterranean 

perspectives  
33. Invasive species in the Mediterranean: challenges 

and risks (will be released June 2015) 
34. Agenda post 2015 and Mediterranean Futures (will 

be released Septemebr 2015) 
35. Dairy Products in the Mediterranean (will be 

released in December 2015) 

 
 
 

All these issues are available in free access  
on www. ciheam.org 
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